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REF: (A) ABU BHABI 2062, (,?) STATE 207279 

1 . LANGUAGE RELATING TO ARAB BOYCOTT USED BY COMMERCE IN ITS 
PUBLICATIONS ON MARKETING IN ARAB COUNTRIES (PARAS 2-4 REF B) 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ABU DH 02275 220710Z 

IS CLEARLY FAIR STATEMENT OF SITUATION AS IT EXISTS IN UAE AND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


OF US POLICY WITH REGARD THERETO. AND IT OBVIOUSLY AVOIDS 
SOMEWHAT STARK OR "ABSOLUTE" NATURE OF OUR PROPOSAL REF A 
(QUOTED PARA 1 REF B). 

2. HOWEVER, WHILE OUR POLICY IS CLEAR (AND WE SO ENNUNCIATE IT 
HERE BOTH TO RESIDENT AND VISITING BUSINESSMEN AND WHEN 
APPROPRIATE TO LOCAL OFFICIALS) IT IS ONE THING TO PUT 

IT IN WRITING IN WASHINGTON AND QUITE ANOTHER TO DO SO 
HERE. ALTHOUGH BOYCOTT IS ISSUE IN ABU DHABI IT IS AT 
PRESENT NOT ONE OF GREAT CONTENTION, AND U.S. FIRMS 
ARE SOMETIME ABLE TO FINESSE THEIR WAY THROUGH PROBLEMS 
WHICH ARE BOYCOTT VIOLATIONS IN THE STRICTEST INTERPRETATION. 
EMB FEARS STATEMENT OF PARA 2-4 REF B. WHICH CLEARLY UNDER- 
LINES THE BOYCOTT CONFLICT AND PUTS IT AGAIN IN THE SPOTLIGHT, 
WILL WHEN CIRCULATED IN LOCAL HANDOUT TEND NEEDLESSLY TO 
IRRITATE LOCAL BOYCOTT AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICIALS. 

IT WILL NOT CHANGE THEIR BASIC POSITION AND INDEED RUNS RISK 
OF MAKING ABU DHABI BOYCOTT ENFORCEMENT STIFFER. 

3. WE PROPOSE, THERFORE, TO LEAVE ANY REFERENCE TO THE 
BOYCOTT OUT OF OUR PUBLICATION "HOW TO DO BUSINESS IN ABU 
DHABI" AND BRIEF BUSINESSMEN ORALLY USING MATERIAL FROM PARAS 
2-4 REF B. 

4. WE ARE READY TO GO TO PRESS WITH "HOW TO DO BUSINESS IN ABU 
DHABI" AND WOULD APPRECIATE CONCURRENCE TO ABOVE ALTERNATIVE 
ASAP. 

STERNER 
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